MATIONMAL PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING CAMPAIGN
Livestock Versus Wildlife

Grazing Competition with Wildlife

Forage Allocation

In one study, scientists found that domestic livestock grazing consumed 88.8 percent of the
available forage (cattle and [domesticated] horses 82.3 percent, free-roaming horses 5.8 percent,
sheep 0.7 percent), leaving 11.2 percent to wildlife species (mule deer 10.1 percent, pronghorn
0.9 percent, bighorn sheep 0.1 percent, elk 0.1 percent).l

Forage Use

It is a simple concept: forage (grass, forbs [wildflowers], shrubs) consumed by domestic livestock
is not available as food and cover for native wildlife—species that are important to healthy
ecosystems, admired by wildlife enthusiasts, and prized by hunters. Range managers use the
rather imprecise animal unit month or AUM to measure and allocate forage. An AUM is the
amount of forage necessary to sustain a cow and calf for one month (approximately 650 pounds,
although some estimates are more, between 800-1000 poundsz). Below are generally accepted
AUM equivalents.

V'\\/'ﬁ‘fj'l‘f]?e Animals Per AUM 3 B‘\’/gféﬁ Animals Per AUM *
Bighorn Sheep 6.9 Cow 1
Pronghorn 10.8 Bull 1.25
Mule Deer 7.8 Horse 1.25
Elk 2.1 Goat 5
Bison 0.8 Sheep 5
Moose 1.2

The threatened desert tortoise eats less vegetation in one year than a cow eats in one day.5
Percentage of prairie dog towns eliminated for ranching in the 20" century: 98 percent.6

Number of species, including ferrets, hawks, owls, mice and snakes, dependent on prairie dogs
and their burrows: 170.”

National Public Lands Grazing Campaign (www.permitbuyout.net - www.publiclandsranching.org)  Ver. 9/3/03




Predator Control to Protect Livestock

Predators Killed by USDA Wildlife Services FY 1999 °
Animal Number
Coyote 85,938
Fox 6,182
Bobcat 2,435
Badger 601
Black bear 359
Mountain lion 347

Total 95,862

Percent of cattle and calf losses attributed to predation (1995): 2.7 percent.9

Percent of cattle and calf losses attributed to digestive problems, respiratory difficulties, calving
complications, weather and other causes (1995): 97.3 percent.10
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